
What is the purpose of the TBT 
Agreement (in a nutshell)?
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What are “legitimate objectives” under 
the TBT Agreement – and is there a 

difference with SPS?

Friday, 10 May 2013 Summary Questions 2



How do you establish whether a 
measure is TBT or SPS?
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What is the difference between a 
“standard” and a “technical regulation”?

(from legal perspective and economic)
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What are the key disciplines of the 
TBT Agreement?
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Why is there “tension” with respect to 
the use or non-use of international 

standards in the TBT area?
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What is the purpose of the TBT 
Committee and what mandate does it 

have?
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What does the jurisprudence suggest to 
date on WTO key principles?
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Importance of participating in int’l standardizing activities (sardines); 
what is an international standard? (body that sets, procedural issues, 
Committee Decision);  the effect of a measure is importance (de facto 

discrimination); some adverse impact is normal with regulation – that is 
not the issue (issue is LRD); different situations are also important;  no 

violations on 2.2 – more deference to governments when pursing 
legitimate objectives?; government action -> technical regulation; 



What are the key challenges for India in 
the implementation of the TBT 

Agreement?
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If you were to negotiate a WTO TBT v.3
what you change?
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